MO House Wraps Up 2013 Veto Session

Intro:
Members of the Missouri House of Representatives wrapped up the 2013 Veto Session by overriding Governor Jay Nixon’s veto pen ten times.  Jonathan Lorenz brings the sights and sounds from the day’s events.
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The Missouri House gaveled in for the annual veto session with a full agenda, but before debate began lawmakers elected Representative Denny Hoskins of Warrensburg to fill the vacant office of Speaker Pro Tem.

((NATS))


During the veto session lawmakers successfully moved to overturn ten of the Governor’s vetos.
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Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“I think you have substance, you have good government, you have good policy so they may not be the ones that were of the most interest to the media and the pundits throughout the summer but they are bills that are going to affect the lives of all Missourians in a positive way now that they have passed.” 

Lawmakers were unable to overturn the Governor’s veto on the two high profile bills of the Veto Session, House Bill two fifty-three and House Bill four thirty-six.


The tax cut bill, House Bill two fifty-three didn’t receive enough votes to make it out of the House and House Bill four thirty-six, the gun bill received the necessary votes in the House but came up short by a vote in the Senate.


Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel



(D) St. Louis


“While I’m certainly disappointed in the number of vetoes that were overridden, I couldn’t be happier that cooler heads prevailed and we defeated the two biggest pieces of legislation… the tax cut bill was huge as was the gun bill.”

One of the veto session’s victories in the eyes of the Speaker was House Bill six fifty.


The bill aims to put caps on punitive damage lawsuits against mining companies.

Supporters feared the Governor’s veto of the bill could have put Missouri jobs in jeopardy. 


“We passed a bill today that has the potential to create over fifteen hundred jobs for Missourians in southeast Missouri, commonly referred to as the Doe Run bill but a bill that really impacts that entire industry… and helps that industry revitalize itself, rejuvenate itself instead of being a drain on the state and the economy.


So a true jobs bill was passed during veto session today.” 

Lawmakers now turn their attention to January and the start of the second regular session of the ninety-seventh General Assembly…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
