 MO House Committee Discusses Missouri’s Port System
Intro:	The Missouri House Interim Committee on Development and Improvement of Missouri Ports met for the first time to get a better understanding of the state’s port system.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on what lawmakers hope to gain from the committee.
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	Members of the House Interim Committee on Development and Improvement of Missouri Ports met for the first time to get a better understanding of the role the state’s ports play in the state’s economy.
	Lawmakers listened to testimony from stakeholders including MoDOT and several agricultural groups.
	
	Super:	Rep. Becky Ruth
		(R) Festus

	“I think we’ve got a great opportunity here to learn more about our ports in our state, come up with a good focused plan with moving forward and I think most people understand the opportunity here that we have for economic development.”
	
	The Missouri and Mississippi rivers cover more than one thousand miles in the state.
	The state sees more than five hundred million pounds of cargo flow on those two rivers annually.
	While ports provide an affordable and efficient avenue to transport goods to market, several lawmakers voiced frustration regarding the governor’s treatment of the state’s port system.

	Super:	Rep. Dan Shaul
		(R) Imperial

	“It’s frustrating that we sit here in a House and Senate and we pass and we legislate and we put the amount of money that’s supposed to go to these ports yet it is withheld because our chief executive doesn’t see the significance of this industry and the economic development it can give to the state.”

	The committee plans to meet again during the upcoming veto session to continue to discuss the state’s port system and its effects on the state’s economy… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
