 Freshman Lawmakers Wrap Up First Legislative Session
Intro:	For several lawmakers, the end of the two thousand fifteen legislative session wrapped up their first session as members of the Missouri House of Representatives.  Jonathan Lorenz sat down with two members of the freshman legislative class to discuss their experiences during the past legislative session.
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	Following the final gavel, thirty-three members of the freshman legislative class wrapped up their first session in the Missouri House of Representatives.
	For several of the first time lawmakers, year one in the Missouri House provided a whirlwind of experiences.
	
	Super:	Rep. Justin Alferman
		(R) Hermann

	“My first year in the legislature has been very challenging, in a good way.”

	Super:	Rep. Lauren Arthur
		(D) Kansas City

	“I didn’t realize how much we would be considering and the huge number of topics, I feel like every day I came in and was a student and there was something to be learned.”

	Lawmakers discussed and debated more than nineteen hundred pieces of legislation filed between the Missouri House and Senate in two thousand fifteen.
	For Alferman, the wide array of issues has forced him to leave his comfort zone.

	“It has made me step outside of my box, my realm of thinking and work on issues that I probably wouldn’t have even given second thought too and maybe actually get inside of the debate and expand my horizons and thinking on very pertinent issues to the state.”

	Currently republicans control the Missouri House by a one hundred fifteen to forty-five majority.
	Despite being in the minority, Representative Arthur state’s one of her goals in year two is to develop new relationships.

	“I am defiantly looking for opportunities to reach across the aisle any sort of legislative priority that I have I want to find someone on the other side of the aisle who shares that passion.”

	As both lawmakers look back on the previous year, one word comes to mind for both of them.

“Compromise”

“Wow… just wow it’s been, I feel like that word packs a lot and that is the kind of word that I need to describe this experience.” 

Alferman, Arthur and the rest of their freshman colleagues return to the state capitol on September Sixteenth for the annual veto session… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz. 

	
	
