MO House Sends Municipal Court Reform to Governor’s Desk
Intro:	Lawmakers put their final stamp of approval on legislation aiming to limit the powers of local governments. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to put a stop to local governments funding themselves on the backs of its citizens.
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	The Missouri House of Representatives truly agreed and finally passed legislation making changes to the way municipal courts conduct its business.
	Senate Bill Five limits the amount of revenue a city can generate through traffic tickets from thirty percent to twenty percent.

	Super:	Rep. Robert Cornejo
		(R) St. Peters

	“This bill is aimed at enforcing what’s been labeled taxation by citation or policing for profit, we are going to try and stop modern day debtors prison and stop the unnecessarily piling on to people just to generate revenue.” 

Currently, any revenue generated above the legal threshold is given to the Department of Revenue where it is then distributed to the schools within the violating municipality.
Additionally, the bill lowers the traffic ticket cap in St. Louis County to twelve point five percent.

Super:	Rep. Clem Smith
	(D) Velda Village Hills

“So you all might be fine with my area getting the short end of the stick with the twelve point five percent, I’m not when I go home I got to talk to my neighbors to figure out why some of their city services maybe getting cut and I say well it was somebody that didn’t live here that well… maybe somebody that lived close that did this to your community.”


The legislation also limits the cost of minor traffic tickets when combined with court costs to no more than three hundred dollars per incident.
	In addition, it also puts into place a set of standards for all municipal governments.

	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“So it sets up minimal standards, if you are going to be a city you need to… and you’re going to collect tax payer dollars or fines or whatever it is you need to account for it in a responsible and transparent manner.”

Lawmakers passed the proposal by a one hundred thirty-four to twenty-five vote.
It now heads to the governor’s desk for his consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
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