MO House Overrides Governor’s Veto on Welfare Reform Bill
Intro:	Members of the Missouri House of Representatives voted to overturn Governor Nixon’s veto of legislation aiming to reform parts of the state’s welfare program. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers forced the welfare reform proposal into law.
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	The Missouri House of Representatives successfully voted to override the Governor’s veto of legislation making changes to the state’s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program.
	Senate Bill Twenty-Four requires the Department of Social Services to create an orientation program for TANF applicants to educate them on the requirements of participating in the program.
	The legislation puts a forty-five month limit on the cash benefits individuals can receive through the TANF program.

	Super:	Rep. Scott Fitzpatrick
		(R) Shell Knob

	“What we’re doing is we are redesigning it to help people get on their feet and get out to work, we’re not taking this money that we are saving and spending it on pet projects.
	We’re reinvesting it in education assistance, child care assistance, and transportation assistance and in job training for the recipients in these programs.”

	Currently the program allows individuals to receive up to sixty months of cash benefits.
	The legislation also requires individuals receiving benefits to either be employed or looking for work.
	However opponents argue the perception of the legislation doesn’t match reality.

	Super:	Rep. Brandon Ellington
		(D) Kansas City

	“But the perception of this bill is we are going to make it better for them, they’re going to find jobs quicker even though our unemployment rate is somewhat high and our job market in Missouri is stagnant, we cut taxes but we haven’t increased employment here but we are going to cut services to your constituents under the ostracizes that it’s going to make them find jobs quicker.” 
  
	Lawmakers successfully moved to overturn the Governor’s veto of Senate Bill Twenty-Four by a vote of one hundred thirteen to forty-two.
	The Two Thousand Fifteen legislative session wraps up May fifteenth at six p.m. reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz. 
	
	

