Teacher Employment Changes

Intro:
The Missouri House narrowly approved legislation eliminating the last-in, first-out rule regarding teacher employment. The hot button proposal brought out emotion from lawmakers on both sides of the aisle…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House approved legislation changing the way teachers are fired.

House Bill fifteen twenty-six eliminates the current last-in, first out provisions regarding teacher employment.


Under the proposal, the decision to fire a teacher cannot be based off of seniority, years of service or the amount of a teacher’s salary.

Supporters claim the proposal gives school districts the ability to make the right choice for its schools.
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“I believe that what this bill does is it allows school boards and superintendents to be able to work through reduction of force based upon their determination and how they need to best be able to manage their situation.”

The legislation requires a teacher’s performance to play a larger role in the decision to fire a teacher.


However several opponents spoke out against the proposal…they claim the bill makes it easier to eliminate experienced, tenured teachers.
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“What we are talking about is how the teachers are the problem and how when budget crisis are here, we should be able to disregard experience to disregard the things that we know have an impact on whether that teacher will be successful in that classroom.”

Despite vocal objections, supporters claim the legislation is about doing what’s right.
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“When you have a choice between a good teacher and a exceptional teacher and you are in a situation where you can only keep one, you want to keep the best one possible when you are molding the minds of young children.”
Lawmakers narrowly approved the education reform bill with only eighty-three yes votes.


The close vote wasn’t a partisan vote, members on both sides of the aisle voted for and against the legislation…reporting from the State Capitol I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
