Charter Schools

Intro:
The Missouri House sent legislation to the Governor’s desk changing the way charter schools operate in the state. Supporters claim the proposal gives the state another tool in its tool box when it comes to educating the state’s future… Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House put its final stamp of approval on legislation changing the way charter schools operate in the state.

The legislation allows charters schools to be opened in any unaccredited school district in the state.


Currently charters schools are limited to Kansas City and St. Louis.


The sponsor of the proposal claims the legislation is all about providing the tools necessary to help kids get a quality education.
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“We are talking about districts that have some problems and I think the recognition is not that this is a silver bullet or the answer to everything but yet it is another tool in the arsenal that could be employed to make sure kids are getting a good education.”

Charter schools receive public tax dollars but operate with little state oversight.

The bill establishes several accountability measures for charter schools related to academic performance.

However opponents claim charter schools, more times than not, worry about its bottom line instead of the product in the classroom.
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“I’m asking you to consider the impact of a charter coming into your community, taking the profit out of that community and sending it to California or wherever and no longer are the citizens in that community in charge of that school.”


Lawmakers approved the legislation with more than ninety-five yes votes.


The bill now heads to the Governor’s desk for his approval…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

