MO House Sends 2nd Injury Fund Fix to the Governor’s Desk

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives truly agreed and finally passed a broad proposal changing the state’s workers compensation system and addressing the state’s broken second injury fund. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the broad compromise and how it affects the state’s work force.
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The Missouri House put its final touches on a compromise changing the state’s workers compensation system and addressing the state’s insolvent second injury fund.

Senate Bill one aims to fix Missouri’s broken second injury fund by moving several of the qualifying cases to workers compensation.

The compromise raises the workers compensation surcharge companies pay to help settle the fund’s current case load.
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“This bill is a great start; this bill puts us on the road towards eventually eliminating this program and makes it financially solvent.”


At the moment the second injury fund has more than twenty-five million dollars in unpaid claims.

The compromise also aims to reform the state’s workers comp system.
Currently individuals who suffer from occupational diseases can seek additional benefits through civil court, but this proposal moves all occupational disease cases under the state’s workers compensation laws.

The Senate bill also caps the amount of damages someone can receive who suffers from an occupational disease.
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“But I will not support this bill; I will not support any bill that puts a price on someone’s life when they’ve worked, they’ve worked all their lives and been slowly poisoned… it is not okay and I will never vote for this.”

Despite vocal opposition, several lawmakers claim the compromise is something they can hang their hats on.
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“This is a bipartisan compromise of a mammoth issue and Mr. Speaker I don’t think it can be understated at this time that this as I believe the vote will go will be one of the crowning successes of this legislative session.”
Lawmakers approved the compromise with one hundred thirty-five yes votes and sent it to the Governor for his approval… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

