MO House Overrides Veto of Unemployment Reform Bill
Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives voted to successfully overturn Governor Nixon’s veto of legislation making changes to the state’s unemployment laws. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to force the proposal into law.
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	The Missouri House of Representatives successfully voted to override the governor’s veto of legislation making changes to the state’s unemployment laws.
	House Bill One Fifty ties the amount of unemployment benefits available to the rate of unemployment.
	Currently eligible Missourians can receive up to twenty weeks of unemployment benefits.
	Under the proposal, the sliding scale starts at twenty weeks of benefits and decreases to thirteen weeks if the unemployment rate falls below six percent.

	Super:	Rep. Scott Fitzpatrick
		(R) Shell Knob
	
	“When unemployment benefits are shorter that doesn’t mean you are kicking people to the curb that means people are going to work hard to find a job.
	When Congress finally didn’t reauthorize extended benefits at the federal level we had one of the greatest periods of job growth that we’ve had in a long, long time and it is because when people know they need to get out there, roll up their sleeves and get to work they are going to do it.”

	The legislation also makes several changes to the state’s Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund to make sure it stays solvent in times of need.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	However not everyone supported the override, several opponents voiced concerns regarding the cut to unemployment benefits.

	Super:	Rep. Jon Carpenter
		(D) Gladstone

	“We are already at twenty; we already are substantially less generous when it comes to unemployment insurance than all of these republican states.
	All I am asking is that people have a little compassion and keep us where we are.”

	Lawmakers successfully voted to overturn the governor’s veto with one hundred nine yes votes.
	The Missouri Senate still needs to override the governor’s veto before the proposal becomes law.
	The two thousand fifteen legislative session wraps up May Fifteenth at six p.m. reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
	 

	

