Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 4-4-14

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives wrapped up another week as second amendment rights and the rights of public employees dominated debate.  Jonathan Lorenz takes a look at the past week in the Missouri House from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House wrapped up another week as lawmakers continue to send House bills to the Missouri Senate.

Lawmakers third read and a passed a proposal aiming to change the way state employee union members pay their dues.


House Bill sixteen seventeen requires state employee unions to receive written authorization before automatically deducting union dues or fees from their paychecks.


The legislation requires the written authorization to occur once every twelve months.


Super:
Rep. Holly Rehder



(R) Sikeston


“It is just an annual, written authorization so if you do not want your money being spent… if you are against not with whatever it is that the union is supporting politically than you don’t have to have your money go to that.” 

Lawmakers narrowly approved the proposal; it now heads to the Missouri Senate for consideration.


If the bill runs the legislative gauntlet, it must receive approval from the voters before becoming law.

((NATS))


The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on a proposal aiming to protect the Second Amendment rights of all Missourians.


House Bill fourteen thirty-nine establishes the Second Amendment Preservation Act.

The legislation makes all federal gun laws intended to infringe upon the Second Amendment rights of Missouri citizens null and void.

Super:
Rep. Doug Funderburk



(R) St. Peters


“What this bill will do now that the criminal penalties have been removed is still position the state of Missouri to defend its citizens from an encroachment by an ever increasing and dangerous federal government.”

The legislation also lowers the age requirement for a concealed carry endorsement from twenty-one years to nineteen years.


Super:
Rep. Judy Morgan



(D) Kansas City


“This bill is clearly unconstitutional based on the supremacy clause of our constitution article six.


The supremacy clause established that the U.S. constitution, federal statues and U.S. treaties are the supreme law of the land.”

Despite vocal objections, lawmakers put their stamp of approval on the Second Amendment legislation with one hundred ten yes votes.

((NATS))


Rounding out the week, the Missouri House approved legislation raising the weight limit on trucks carrying agricultural and livestock products.

House Bill twelve thirty-five raises the weight limit on trucks carrying agricultural and livestock products from eighty thousand pounds to eighty-five thousand five hundred pounds.


Lawmakers approved the proposal with more than one hundred five yes votes…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz. 
