MO House Passes Municipal Court Reform Legislation
Intro:	The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on legislation aiming to limit the powers of local governments. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how supporters hope to curb those powers by limiting the amount of revenue a city can generate through traffic tickets.
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	The Missouri House of Representatives passed legislation aiming to curb the powers of local governments.
	Senate Bill Five limits the amount of revenue a city can generate from traffic tickets from thirty percent to twenty percent.
	
	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“Some areas do have predatory practices when it comes to raising revenue ok and this is a problem I think that has been recognized across a wide swath of stakeholders across the state.” 

	Currently any revenue generated above the legal threshold is given to the Department of Revenue where it is then distributed to schools within the violating municipality.
Additionally, the bill further lowers the traffic ticket cap to fifteen percent in St. Louis County.

Super:	Rep. Clem Smith
	(D) Velda Village Hills

“I thought the idea was that everybody was equal, no one in the rural area is better than anyone in an urban area and no one in an urban area is better than anyone in a rural area so that right there that conflict that inequity was a huge issue for me.” 

	After considering several amendments, lawmakers passed the legislation with more than one hundred thirty yes votes.
	The legislation now returns to the Missouri Senate for further consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
	 
	
