MO House Approves Ag Protection Bill

Intro:
The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to help protect Missouri’s number one industry.  Lawmakers gave their stamp of approval to legislation aiming to crackdown on the actions of animal activists…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House sent legislation to the Senate aiming to protect the state’s top industry.


Lawmakers approved legislation cracking down on animal activists who use deception in order to gain entry into Missouri farms.


The bill creates the crime of agricultural production facility interference.


This offense occurs when an individual records the actions of a farm without its consent.


Supporters claim the legislation aims to protect the lifeblood of the state’s economy.
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“We have a very big sector of our industry and a large number of thousands and thousands employees across this state that work in different parts of these businesses and we have to ensure that these businesses stay in place and some places it’s the lifeblood of the economy.”

The proposal also makes it illegal for an individual to be hired at an agricultural facility under false information.

However not everyone agrees with the legislation, some claim the proposal could be harmful to people’s health.
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“I think that by not allowing light to be shown or for people to see what happens on some of these farms that it could lead to food borne illnesses and other things that could negatively affect consumers of our agricultural products in this state.”

Guernsey claims the bill isn’t a health issue; it’s about protecting the state’s number one industry.

“I live on the Iowa border and I get the news from Iowa and I follow very closely what took place with those activists who gained employment with the pretense of using their time there to create propaganda against the company and agriculture.”

The Missouri House approved the bill with more than one hundred five yes votes…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

