MO House Gives Final Approval to Welfare Reform Legislation
Intro:	Lawmakers put their final stamp of approval on legislation aiming to reform the state’s welfare program. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to help some of the state’s neediest citizens get back on their feed.
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	Members of the Missouri House of Representatives truly agreed and finally passed legislation aiming to reform the state’s welfare system.
	Senate Bill Twenty-Four makes several changes to the state’s Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program.
	The legislation requires the Department of Social Services to create an orientation program for TANF applicants to educate them on the requirements of participating in the program.
	It also puts a forty-five month limit on the cash benefits individuals can receive through the TANF program.
	
	Super:	Rep. Diane Franklin
		(R) Camdenton

	“It provides a structure, with a personal responsibility plan which empowers the participants to achieve their goals and experience positive performance.”

	Currently the program allows individuals to receive up to sixty months of cash benefits.
	However opponents feel the cut could put some of the state’s neediest in a terrible situation.

	Super: Rep. Stacey Newman
		(D) St. Louis

	“Reducing it for whatever reason to whatever number… what happens to these kids next?
	Two hundred thirty-four dollars a month and yet you know that is going for basic services to housing to basic food.”

	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“We believe that welfare to the extent has to exist should exist to provide a gap to get people back on their feet, not to be a permanent, entitlement program.”

	Lawmakers passed the welfare reform proposal by a vote of one hundred eleven to thirty-six, it now heads to the Governor’s desk for his consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz. 

	
