MO House Passes Motorcycle Helmet Bill
Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives put its stamp of approval on legislation aiming to make Missouri a more appealing state to motorcycle riders. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to give riders the freedom to ride without a helmet.
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	Lawmakers approved a proposal aiming to give motorcycle riders the freedom to make their own decisions when it comes to their personal safety.
	House Bill Five Twenty-Three gives motorcycle riders the ability to ride Missouri roads without a helmet.
	
	Super:	Rep. Eric Burlison
		(R) Springfield

	“You’re a responsible adult, it’s not our responsibility to tell you what you can and cannot do as long as you’re not harming me then I think that’s what this… where our laws should be intended is to make sure you and your freedom is not harming my freedom.”
 
	The legislation only affects riders over the age of twenty-one with a valid license.
	It also requires riders to carry proof of medical insurance covering at least fifty thousand dollars worth of injuries. 
	However not everyone supports the proposal, some fear the legislation puts more than just the rider the in harm’s way.

	Super:	Rep. Keith Frederick
		(R) Rolla

	“My concern is offloading the expense to the tax payers, I don’t have anything against somebody else’s freedom but I think there is a point where your freedom to swing your arms ends at the tip of my nose and if it’s financial impact that our tax payers are going to have I think we need to stand in that gap and prevent them from having that financial impact.”

	Lawmakers passed the helmet proposal by a vote of ninety-seven to fifty-seven and sent it to the Missouri Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.  
