MO House Approves Privacy Legislation

Intro: The Missouri House of Representatives approved a proposal dealing with the backlash from the Department of Revenue scandal.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers responded to the news of a state agency sending Missourians private information to the federal government.
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The Missouri House approved legislation regarding the Department of Revenue and its gathering of information related to licenses.


The Department of Revenue recently made its way onto headlines because of reports claiming the department was sharing the private information of concealed gun permit holders with the federal government.

House Bill seven eighty-seven makes it illegal for the Department of Revenue to retain copies of any personal documents used to acquire driver’s or non driver’s licenses.


The sponsor of the proposal claims his legislation stops the state from collecting information it doesn’t need.
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“It stops the state from needlessly collecting a massive database of source documents that the state doesn’t need and by their own admission they don’t even check.”

The proposal also states the Department of Revenue must destroy any source documents obtained by the department from driver’s or non driver’s applicants by September eleventh of this year.


However opponents believe the legislation is simply grandstanding and not dealing with the  bigger issue.
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“We obviously don’t have a problem selling to forty-seven hundred other individuals as Rep. Kelly had said…why was it not a problem then?

Why is it only on this one issue?”


Lawmakers approved the privacy proposal with more than one hundred thirty-five supporting votes and sent it to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
