MO House Gives Initial Approval to Right to Work

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives gave initial approval to a controversial proposal intended to attract new jobs to the state.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how a group of lawmakers hope the legislation results in job growth while opponents claim it does more harm than good.
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The Missouri House gave initial approval to a proposal aiming to change the relationship between employees, employers and unions.  

Commonly known as right to work, House Bill Seventeen Seventy makes it illegal for employees to be required to pay union dues as terms of their employment.


Currently unions can charge fees to non-union members who fall under its collective bargaining agreement with their employers.
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(R) Springfield


“It’s just not right that in today’s world anyone should have a government created monopoly that supplies them members and revenues without their choice.


Unions should fight for their members and earn their support, if unions are working on behalf of their employees, employees will be happy to continue.”

At the moment there are twenty-four right to work states in the country, six of those states border Missouri.

However not everyone supports the right to work proposal, opponents claim it is unfair to a certain group of workers.
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“It takes away the ability of workers to ensure a stronger workplace.

How?


It gives…because what it does gentlemen is it creates a state of…a system of free loaders that gets something for nothing.”

Lawmakers narrowly perfected the bill with only seventy-eight yes votes, four short of the constitutional majority required to send the bill to the Senate.
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“In order to third read the bill we will need eighty-two votes, there was a lot of people not present or not voting and we are going to be discussing the issue with them and seeing if we have support for eighty-two or not.”

The bill must receive one more round of approval before moving to the Senate for discussion…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
