Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 3-6-2015
Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives wrapped up the first week of March as lawmakers continue to discuss and debate several pieces of legislation. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the sights and sounds of the past week in the Missouri House.
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((NATS))

	Lawmakers finished the first week of March as several pieces of legislation continue to move through the General Assembly.
	The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on a proposal aiming to allow farmers to move more of their product to the marketplace.
	House Bill Three Eighty-Eight allows trucks carrying grain products during harvest time to exceed the state’s weight limits by up to ten percent.

	Super:	Rep. Tracy McCreery
		(D) St. Louis

	“Every so often farmers are lucky enough to have bumper crops and it is really important during harvest time to be able to get those things moving as quickly as possible and right now Missouri is at a competitive disadvantage with such a low weight limit” 
		
	Lawmakers approved the proposal by a vote of one hundred forty to sixteen.

((NATS))

	The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to protect medical professionals from excessive lawsuits.
	House Bill One Eighteen caps the amount of money an individual can receive from a medical malpractice lawsuit.
	The legislation caps the noneconomic damages an individual can receive at three hundred fifty thousand dollars.

	Super:	Rep. Eric Burlison
		(R) Springfield

	“At the end of the day we have a healthy, robust medical community but at the same time we want to make sure that when accidents occur that patients are able to be made whole but also it is not a time where patients need to hit the lottery as well.” 

	The proposal does not cap the amount of money an individual can receive for lost wages or medical benefits.
	
	Super:	Rep. Jon Carpenter
		(D) Gladstone

	“I think the only result of this is in those few cases that do happen every year where there were really bad actors that did really terrible things to people that no longer will those people year after year be able to be fully compensated for their loss.”

	The Missouri House approved the legislation with more than one hundred yes votes and sent it the Missouri Senate for consideration.

((NATS))

	Rounding out the week the Missouri House third read and passed a proposal aiming to generate revenue for the state.
	Commonly referred to as tax amnesty, House Bill Three Eighty-Four creates a program were taxpayers could pay their unpaid tax debt and not be penalized for late taxes.
	The proposal could generate more than twenty million dollars in revenue for the state.
	Lawmakers approved the proposal with more than one hundred forty yes votes, it now heads to the Missouri Senate for consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
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