MO House Approves Medical Malpractice Caps

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives sent legislation to the Missouri Senate aiming to limit the amount of damage recoverable from a medical malpractice lawsuit.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope the proposal will have a big picture impact on the state.
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The Missouri House sent legislation to the Missouri Senate intended to protect medical professionals from excessive lawsuits.


House Bill eleven seventy-three aims to cap the amount of money an individual can receive from a medical malpractice lawsuit.

The proposal caps the noneconomic damages one can receive at three hundred fifty thousand dollars.


Without the caps supporters feel these lawsuits could drive doctors out of the state.
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“Doctors in my community are retiring

 I had an OBGYN say these caps are gone, I’m going to pay all of my what I would take home are going to go to pay for the premiums… I am closing up shop; there is no reason to keep the lights on anymore.”

In two thousand five the Missouri General Assembly passed legislation capping non economic damages in medical malpractice cases but in two thousand twelve the Missouri Supreme Court ruled the limits unconstitutional.
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“We sit here every day and we talk about constitutional rights, this is eroding our right to trial by jury and that’s very important.


Our constitution is funded on this fundamental right to trial by jury.”



Lawmakers passed the proposal by a ninety-four to sixty-one vote, it now heads to the Missouri Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
