MO House Approves 2014 State Budget

Intro:
The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on its version of the state’s two thousand fourteen operating budget.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how the twenty-five billion dollar budget invoked strong emotions from lawmakers on both sides of the aisle.
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The Missouri House approved all thirteen of the appropriation bills that make up its version of the state’s two thousand fourteen operating budget.


The twenty-four point eight billion dollar budget includes a one hundred fifty million dollar increase in total funding to the state’s elementary and secondary education budget.

It also includes more than two hundred million dollars in new funding for mental health programs.


The Speaker believes the House did a responsible job spending the tax payers’ hard earned dollars.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“Taxes do not grow on trees in either sum or substance, these are taxes…taxes come from businesses and job creators they do not come from government.

It is up to us to be proper stewards of the tax payer of money of the state and I think in this nearly twenty-five billion dollar budget we have affectively done that.”

The House’s proposed budget also includes a flat five hundred dollar raise for every state employee.


One item the House’s budget does not include is money for Medicaid expansion.


Democrats tried several times to include funding to add more than three hundred thousand people to the state’s Medicaid rolls but failed each time.


Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel



(D) St. Louis


“Quiet frankly I think Medicaid was obliviously the singular issue, we passed a budget were we left nine hundred something million dollars of taxpayer money on the table and I don’t think its anything to hang our hat on.”

Democrats claimed the Medicaid expansion would be a game changer for the state’s dragging economy.

Despite their efforts the majority continue to oppose Medicaid expansion without changing the way the system operates first.


Super:
Rep. Kevin Engler



(R) Farmington


“This side cares about people, we want to have healthcare we want to deliver it but a program that is admittedly by the proponents twenty-five to thirty percent waste, fraud and abuse and we are supposed to just expand it…because it is free money?” 

At the end of the day the House approved each of the budget bills and sent all thirteen of them to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
