 Lawmakers Look Forward to 2nd Half of Legislative Session
Intro:	Members of the Missouri House of Representatives head into the second half of the two thousand fifteen legislative session with a full agenda.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on what to expect during the remainder of the two thousand fifteen legislative session.
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	Through forty-two legislative days, the Missouri House of Representatives sent more than ninety pieces of legislation to the Missouri Senate.
	As lawmakers look forward to the final twenty-nine legislative days remaining in the legislative session, the Speaker hopes to address three issues as soon as lawmakers return to the State Capitol.

	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“We’re going to be working on dealing with the municipal courts situation across the state, SB eleven which is the Senate’s ethics bill sits on our calendar we expect to address that after spring break as well as a bonding bill that the Senate sent over to us… those will be some of the first things we start doing when we get back.”

	For House Democrats, one issue remains at the forefront of their legislative agenda.

	Super:	Rep. Jacob Hummel
		(D) St. Louis

	“Over the final seven weeks of session the House must dedicate itself to transforming the promise of equal justice for all into a reality.”
	
	Several lawmakers and others criticized the Speaker for not taking enough action to deal with the aftermath of the events in Ferguson, Missouri.
	
	“I think it is a mistake to try to address something to or fashion legislation to address a specific situation, I think we have to look at the culture and we have to look at the overall issue of what’s happening.”

	As lawmakers enter the second half of the legislative session, the one thing they are constitutionally obligated to do is pass the state’s two thousand sixteen operating budget by May eighth at six p.m.
	The two thousand sixteen legislative session ends May fifteenth… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
