MO House Approves 2013 State Budget

Intro:
The Missouri House approved it’s version of the state’s two thousand thirteen state operating budget.  Thirteen appropriation bills make up the state’s twenty-four billion dollar budget…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House approved its version of the state’s twenty-four billion dollar operating budget.

Thirteen appropriation bills make up the state’s two thousand thirteen budget.


The House’s budget adds more than five million dollars to the elementary and secondary education foundation formula.

However democrats claim the House can do better when it comes to education.


Super:
Rep. Sara Lampe



(D) Springfield


“Although we have made great distributions or I should say we have made decisions about money that is available its not as good as we can do.”


Despite pleas for more money from the minority, the House funds elementary and secondary education at a record level.

Super:
Rep. Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“We are more than meeting our constitutional requirement of spending twenty-five percent of the state’s budget on education and last time I looked we have held that line firmly in the mid thirties, thirty-two thirty-three percent of the budget.”


Under Governor Nixon’s proposed budget higher education suffers a more than one hundred million dollar cut.


The House’s budget restores the cut and funds higher education at the two thousand twelve level.


According to the House budget chairman, restoring higher education was the House’s number one priority.


Super:
Rep. Ryan Silvey



(R) Kansas City


“If you continue to cut away cut away at higher education before long you start cutting into your educated work force, if you don’t have an educated workforce how are you ever going to dig out of a depressed economy?


So we felt that it was very important to fund that and we found a way to do that.”

In order to restore the cut to higher education, lawmakers had to cut more than twenty-five million dollars from a healthcare program designed for blind people.

The minority leader claims the cut represents the biggest problem with the two thousand thirteen proposed budget.


Super:
Rep. Mike Talboy



(D) Kansas City


“The fact of the matter is at some point we have to get away from this idea that we are going to pit two things that are worth while in this state, we do it with children and we do it with veterans, we do it with education and we do it with development, we do it now with the blind and higher education or elementary and secondary education because those are the two areas you could cut money from to give back to the blind.”



Lawmakers approved all thirteen of the budget bills with little opposition.


The budget now heads to the Senate for consideration.


Overall, the Speaker claims he was pleased with the budget process and proud of the House’s finished product.


Super:
Speaker Steve Tilley



(R) Perryville


“We passed a twenty-four billion dollar budget that I think invests in the priorities that the average Missourian believes in.


We balanced the state’s budget, we held the line on taxes and we were able to fund higher education at about a hundred million dollars more than what the Governor recommended.”

Lawmakers must truly agree and finally pass the state’s two thousand thirteen budget by the May eleventh constitutional deadline…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
