Week in Review 3-2-2012

Intro:
Veterans funding dominated debate during the past week in the Missouri House.  Lawmakers passed two bills dealing with veteran funding as well as inducted a Kansas City legend into the Hall of Famous Missourians…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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Lawmakers wrapped up another busy week as they are less than one week away from the legislative spring break.


The Missouri House approved legislation aiming to find a new funding source for veterans programs.


The approved legislation would dedicate more of the state’s lottery prize money to education which would free up casino gaming revenue for the state’s veterans homes.


Supporters state the bill means more than thirty million dollars for veterans.


Super: Speaker Steve Tilley



(R) Perryville


“The Republican caucus thought it was a priority and we included it in my opening day speech to find a way to not only fund the shortfall for veterans homes but more importantly have enough revenue that you could potentially address the more than seventeen hundred people that are on a waiting list to get into veterans homes.”

The Missouri House approved the bill without any opposition and sent it to the Senate for consideration.


Lawmakers approved another veterans’ proposal creating a lottery ticket dedicated to veterans.


Under the proposal, all net proceeds of the ticket will go to the Veterans Commission Capitol Improvement Trust Fund.


Lawmakers approved the legislation with more than one hundred thirty-five yes votes.

If approved by the General Assembly, the House Joint Resolution must be approved by the voters becoming law.

((Nats))


The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to protect mental health workers.

House Bill thirteen eighteen makes it illegal for a mental health worker in a maximum or medium security mental health facility to work more than twelve hours in a twenty-four hour time period.


The sponsor of the proposal claims her legislation is intended to protect workers in some of the most dangerous places in the state.


Super:
Rep. Jeanie Riddle



(R) Mokane


“House Bill thirteen eighteen will be an important step in establishing a safer worker environment for our employees at Fulton State Hospital.


Currently employees are being forced to work back to back eight hour shifts and this is commonly occurring throughout their work week.”

Lawmakers approved the bill without any opposition and sent it to the Senate for consideration.

((Nats))


Rounding out the week, Speaker Steve Tilley inducted Buck O’Neil into the Hall of Famous Missourians.


Buck played more than ten seasons for the Kansas City Monarchs in the Negro American baseball league and was the first African American coach in Major League Baseball.

Despite a baseball career lasting longer than seven decades, one lawmaker will remember him for what he stood for off the field.


Super:
Rep. Michael Brown



(D) Kansas City


“We’re losing some of these generations now; these folks came through difficult trials and still came out on the other end whole.


They loved people, they would put other’s needs before their own…we need to begin to instill this kind of lesson in our young people.”

Buck joins the likes of Stan Musial and Walter Cronkite in the Hall of Famous Missourians…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
