MO House Approves FY 2016 State Budget
Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives put its stamp of approval on the thirteen appropriation bills making up the state’s two thousand sixteen operating budget. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the details of the new spending plan for two thousand sixteen.
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	The Missouri House gave its approval to a set of bills making up the state’s two thousand sixteen operating budget.
	Thirteen appropriation bills make up the state’s twenty-six point one billion dollar spending plan for fiscal year two thousand sixteen.
	
	Super:	Rep. Tom Flanigan
		(R) Carthage

	“At the end of the process we produce a budget that reflects the will and desire of the General Assembly which really represents the will and desire of the people of Missouri.”

	The House’s proposed budget calls for a seventy-four million dollar increase to the state’s elementary and secondary education foundation formula.
	
	Super:	Rep. Scott Fitzpatrick
		(R) Shell Knob

	“This bill represents the highest level of funding for k twelve education in the history of the state of Missouri.
	We have worked as a body I think really diligently to take care of our schools and we have made them a priority even during this really difficult economic recession that we are trying to come out of.”
	
	However not everyone supported the spending plan for two thousand sixteen, the House’s top democrat pointed towards several items missing from the twenty-six billion dollar budget.

	Super:	Rep. Jacob Hummel
		(D) St. Louis

	“Very disappointed that once again we have failed to fully fund our schools, we have failed to expand Medicaid… just very disappointing year after year, breaking our promise to Missouri.”

	The new budget includes a twelve million dollar increase for the state’s higher education performance funding formula.
House democrats attempted to include Medicaid expansion in the proposed budget but the amendment was defeated by a party line vote.
Following extensive discussion and debate lawmakers put their stamp of approval on all thirteen appropriation bills, the budget proposal now heads to the Senate for consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

	 
