Vet Funding Change

Intro:
Lawmakers approved a proposal changing the way veterans programs are funded in the state.  The bipartisan bill received glowing endorsements from members on both sides of the aisle…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House approved a proposal changing the way lottery and gaming funds are distributed.


The bill aims to find a new funding source for veterans programs.


The approved legislation would dedicate more of the state’s lottery prize money to education which would free up casino gaming revenue for the state’s veterans homes.


Currently there is a waiting list of more than seventeen hundred people waiting to get into a veteran’s home.


The sponsor of the proposal claims this bill will end a struggle between two important groups of people.
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“The bottom line with this bill is that it will end the ongoing fight between early childhood and veterans for their funding which both sides really, really want.”


Supporters state the bill means more than thirty million dollars for veterans.

The legislation reduces the state’s lottery prize pool to fund the increase to early childhood education.


And the other side of the aisle agrees this bill is a win for all involved.
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“So we are going to have two winners in your bill, we’re going to have no losers.


Veterans are going to win, early childhood is going to win and Missouri Access is going to win actually that’s three I just counted three so we are going to have three winners in this bill as opposed to a winner and a loser.”

Lawmakers approved the republican priority legislation with out any opposition, the bill now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
