Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 2-7-14
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Lawmakers braved the winter elements and wrapped up another busy week in the Missouri House of Representatives.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol as legislation continues to move through the political process.
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Committee hearings continue to dominate the headlines as several pieces of legislation begin the long legislative process.


The House Committee on General Laws heard testimony on a proposal aiming to level the playing field for cancer patients.

House Bill thirteen twenty-seven makes it illegal for an insurance company to charge a higher out of pocket cost for oral chemotherapy treatment than it does for injected or IV treatments.


Supporters claim the proposal brings parity to chemotherapy options for cancer patients.


Following the hearing no further action was taken on the proposal.

((NATS))


Next up… the General Laws committee discussed a proposal aiming to add oversight to the way state tax dollars are spent.


House Joint Resolution seventy-two proposes a change to the state’s constitution giving lawmakers the ability to overturn the Governor’s decision to withhold previously appropriated funds.


Super:
Rep. Todd Richardson



(R) Poplar Bluff


“What this resolution would do in a nutshell is it would give the legislature some oversight over the governor’s decisions to withhold money that we have appropriated in the budget and to ensure there is some constitutional protections to prevent the governor from being able to withhold money from paying public debt.”

The proposal allows lawmakers to overturn a governor’s withhold through the same process used to overturn a veto.


However one committee member claims the proposed amendment is a solution searching for a problem.


Super:
Rep. Mike Colona



(D) St. Louis


“You know we have had a budgetary process that has worked for decades, if we throw a monkey wrench in there who knows about the unintended consequences and I am not willing to take that risk.”

Following the hearing the committee put its stamp of approval on the resolution by a ten to two vote.


The proposal must receive one more round of approval from the House Rules committee before moving to the floor for consideration.

((NATS))


Rounding out the week the House Special Standing Committee on Small Business discussed a proposal aiming to end the economic border war between Kansas and Missouri.

House Bill sixteen forty-six prohibits the issuance of certain tax incentives to Kansas companies looking to relocate to the Missouri side of the border.

The proposal only takes effect if the Kansas legislature passes similar legislation.

If it doesn’t, the legislation is void and the state will continue to offer tax incentives to qualifying companies.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“My hope is that after several years of very active engagement and work on this topic that both states will make good on their promise to end the practice that has wasted millions of tax payer dollars and resulted in no real job growth for the region.”

After the proposal’s hearing, the committee did not take any further action on the bill…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

