MO House Passes Dairy Protection Bill

Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives put its stamp of approval on legislation aiming to protect the state’s dairy industry.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to revitalize a certain area of the state’s number one industry.
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	The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to help the state’s dairy farmers.
	House Bill two fifty-nine establishes the Missouri Dairy Revitalization Act of Two Thousand Fifteen.
Under the federal Agricultural Act of Two Thousand Fourteen dairy farmers can participate in a margin protection program, a type of risk management insurance program that aims to help dairy farmers during tough times.
Lawmakers hope to help those participating dairy farmers by paying part of their insurance premiums through an assistance program.
		
	Super:	Rep. Tom Hurst
		(R) Meta

	“So it’s important that we don’t give them necessarily a hand out so much as a hand up and I think this is one way to do it where we can help them stay in business during the tough times so that they can get through that and keep producing it and have that economic development for the state of Missouri.”

	According to House Bill Two Fifty-Nine, the state would reimburse participating dairy farmers up to seventy percent of their premiums.
	The legislation also creates a scholarship program for students looking to enter the dairy business.
	However not everyone supports the dairy bill, some opponents claim the legislature is picking winners and losers through the legislation.

	Super:	Rep. Bill White
		(R) Joplin

	“It is a subsidy, I know it’s subject to appropriation but in subject to appropriation means that it is going to compete against things we already pay for… education, veterans, law enforcement whatever program is out there this is going to be a new slice of the pie that we are going after.”
	
	Following debate, lawmakers approved the bill by a one hundred ten to forty-nine vote.
	The legislation now heads to the Missouri Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
