MO House Passes Unemployment Reform

Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives put its stamp of approval on a proposal changing the state’s unemployment laws.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to take another shot at changing the amount of unemployment compensation one can receive.
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	Members of the Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to change the state’s unemployment laws.
	House Bill One Fifty ties the eligible amount of unemployment benefits to the rate of unemployment.
	Currently eligible Missourians can receive up to twenty weeks of benefits.
	Under the legislation, the new sliding scale starts at twenty weeks of benefits and decreases all the way to thirteen weeks if the unemployment rate falls below six percent.
	
	Super:	Rep. Jay Barnes
		(R) Jefferson City

	“When the economy is doing better it is easier to find employment, when the economy is poor it is more difficult.
	It makes sense then to tie the length of these benefits to how hard, how difficult it is… to how hard or how easy it might be to find a job based on the actual economy.”
	
	The legislation also changes the way the state repays the federal dollars it receives for the state’s Unemployment Compensation Fund.
	However not everyone supports the legislation, some argue the bill unfairly connects one bad situation with another bad situation.

	Super:	Rep. Stephen Webber
		(D) Columbia

	“If I have lost my job and I need to provide food for my family and pay my bills how does it matter how many of my neighbors are also in dyer situations… my problems are my problems.”
	
	Lawmakers approved the legislation with one hundred twelve yes votes.
	Last year the General Assembly approved a similar proposal only to see it vetoed by the Governor.  
	The legislation now heads to the Missouri Senate for consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
