Week in Review 2-3-12

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives wrapped up another busy week as proposals continue to move through the legislative process.  School funding and work on the state’s budget dominated headlines as Jonathan Lorenz takes a look at the past week in the Missouri House.
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The Missouri House wrapped up another busy week as proposals continue to move through the legislative process.


The House Elementary and Secondary Education committee approved a proposal making changes to the foundation formula.


House Bill ten forty-three changes the way money is distributed to schools when the foundation formula isn’t fully funded.


As hold harmless schools and foundation formula schools worry about its bottom line, the sponsor of the proposal aims to make sure they both are getting a fair allocation from the state.


Super:
Rep. Mike Thomson



(R) Maryville


“There is nothing that we can do to keep everybody where they should be exactly but this is an attempt to be more fair to all schools across the state.”

The House Elementary and Secondary Education committee approved the proposal by a twenty-two to one vote.


The bill must be approved by the House Rules committee before heading to the floor for debate.

((Nats))


With the two thousand twelve legislative session in full swing, lawmakers have begun working on the state’s two thousand thirteen budget.

Governor Nixon calls for a fourteen percent cut to higher education.


Several lawmakers don’t agree with the eighty-nine million dollar cut.


Super:
Rep. Chris Kelly



(D) Columbia


“I wish that he would be a little more sensitive to or committed to the problem of higher education in the state of Missouri.”

Lawmakers face a five hundred million dollar hole in this year’s budget because they will not be able to use any of the Federal Budget Stabilization Funds to fill the holes in the budget.

As lawmakers move forward, filling those holes will only become more difficult.


Super:
Rep. Ryan Silvey



(R) Kansas City


“Medicaid is growing wildly out of control, it has been for years and the federal government requires us to spend money, certain amounts of money in programs to get matching funds and so forth.

So, if they continue to put federal mandates on us its just going to make the process worse.”


The Governor’s budget predicts a slight increase in general revenue funds for fiscal year two thousand thirteen.


Silvey hopes to have the budget on the House floor by the legislative spring break.

((Nats))


Rounding out the week…several lawmakers from the Joplin area presented resolutions to several of the Americorps members for their work following the Joplin tornado.


Back in May of two thousand eleven, an EF-Five tornado devastated Joplin, killing more than one hundred sixty people and destroying more than seven thousand homes.

Currently, Americorps members are still on the ground in Joplin helping with the recovery efforts…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

