MO House Approves Photo ID Legislation

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives put its stamp of approval on legislation aiming to protect the integrity of Missouri elections.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how this legislation brought out strong emotions from lawmakers on both sides of the aisle.
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The Missouri House sent legislation to the Missouri Senate intended to protect the integrity of elections in the state.

House Bill ten seventy-three requires individuals to show a photo ID to prove their identity before being allowed to participate in any public election.
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Joe Don McGaugh


(R) Carrollton


“Vigilance is required to ensure that only those entitled to vote are allowed to cast a ballot.


Mr. Speaker this bill, photo ID and this constitutional amendment is the ultimate safeguard for our constituents that protects the integrity of our elections.”

The legislation contains language requiring the state to provide a photo ID to any individual who doesn’t have one.


The photo ID requirement is made up of a two parts, the enacting legislation and a proposed constitutional amendment.


However opponents claim the bill isn’t protecting anything; they see it as an attack on one of the most fundamental rights in the state.
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“This is an attack on the Voter Rights Act of nineteen sixty-four and it is to me parallel to the same type of laws, the Jim Crow laws that existed back then.”


Despite objections, lawmakers approved both proposals and sent them to the Missouri Senate for consideration.

If the Senate approves both proposals, the constitutional amendment must still be approved by the voters before the photo ID requirement becomes law…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
