Workplace Discrimination

Intro:
The Missouri House approved legislation intended to protect Missouri employer’s from frivolous lawsuits.  Supporters claim the legislation puts Missouri in line with federal law while opponents claim the state is rolling back years of anti-discrimination law in the workplace.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the state capitol on this hot button issue.
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The Missouri House approved a proposal changing Missouri’s employment law.


The legislation changes Missouri’s employment law to mirror federal regulations.


Lawmakers claim the proposal will protect employers from excessive lawsuits.


Supporters claim those excessive lawsuits are keeping businesses from bringing jobs to the show-me state.
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“For every thirty thousand, fifty, a hundred thousand dollars that an employer has to spend to defend a frivolous case that has no merit that’s thirty, fifty, a hundred thousand, a quarter of a million dollars that’s not spent on developing new business or acquiring more capitol for the business.”

The bill also places several protection measures in state law, protecting employees who speak out against unlawful employers.


House Bill twelve nineteen is part of the majority’s big picture plan to change the state’s business climate.


However opponents claim the bill does more harm then good, they claim the bill sends the wrong message to Missouri workers.
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“Passage of this bill says that discrimination is an acceptable business practice, it says that we value our bottom line more than the people that generate it.

Weakening our discrimination laws does not make our state more business friendly and it will not create one more job.”

Despite passionate debate…lawmakers approved the bill with more than eighty-five yes votes.


The bill now heads to the Senate for consideration.


Last year a similar piece of legislation made it through the political process but it was vetoed by Governor Nixon…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz. 
