MO Lawmakers React to the 2014 Election Results

Intro:	Lawmakers from all across the state returned to the Capitol City following Election Day to elect new leadership and discuss the results from the 2014 election.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on what lawmakers had to say about the 2014 election and how it affects the work they will do in Jefferson City.
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	The day after the two thousand fourteen election signaled a changing of the guard as lawmakers returned to the State Capitol to elect new leadership teams for the ninety-eighth General Assembly.
	Republicans returned to the State Capitol with a one hundred eighteen to forty-five majority over Democrats in the Missouri House.
	
Super:	Rep. John Diehl
	(R) Town and Country

	“From the ninety seats we held in two thousand three to the historic majority we have here today we have seen the people of Missouri place more of their faith in our party and in our fiscally responsible philosophies that focus on growing our economy, providing economic opportunities to Missouri families and putting control of education decisions on the local level.”

	The majority also announced its new leadership team for the upcoming legislative session.
	Representative John Diehl of Town and Country will serve as the new Speaker, Representative Todd Richardson of Poplar Bluff will serve as the new Majority Floor Leader and Representative Denny Hoskins of Warrensburg will continue to serve as the Speaker Pro Tem.
	On the other side of the aisle, Democrats saw their numbers dwindle down to a forty-five member caucus.
	
Super:	Rep. Jacob Hummel
	(D) St. Louis

	“I don’t really understand it I guess… unemployment is down below six percent, thousands of people have health insurance now that didn’t, gasoline is down below three dollars a gallon…everything seems to be going the right direction but I guess if you preach hate long enough people start to believe it.”

	Democrats return several of the same lawmakers to their leadership team as last session, with Hummel returning as the Minority Floor Leader and Representative Gail McCann Beatty of Kansas City returning as the Assistant Minority Floor Leader.
	Initially, the minority caucus had forty-six members but Representative Linda Black switched her party affiliation the day after the election and joined the Republican caucus.

Super:	Rep. Linda Black
	(R) Desloge

	“Coming over to the Republican side of the aisle is a good fit, I find that I am in good company, I share a lot of beliefs and I don’t want to spend my last term my last two years in the minority party who we differ on too many fundamental beliefs.

	Lawmakers will return to the State Capitol on January seventh for the start of the ninety-eighth General Assembly…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

	
	
	

