House Staff Preps for 2012

Intro:  With lawmakers returning to the capitol city for the two thousand twelve legislative session, the Missouri House of Representatives is making several changes to the way it conducts its business.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the state capitol on how these changes will affect the legislative process.
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The Missouri House of Representatives aims to make several changes to the legislative process.

One of the changes affects the way people view the legislative process.

((Nats))


For the first time, individuals can view amendments online during the legislative process.


During floor debate, individuals can go online and view all of the amendments related to the considered legislation.

The chief clerk of the Missouri House hopes this will allow people to become more involved in the legislative process.
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Chief Clerk- MO House of Representatives

“It’s almost nearly live time so that as any citizen is willing to follow the process on important legislation that is affecting them or there family it gives them an almost immediate opportunity to see how their legislature is responding to their needs.”

The House continues to make changes to the way it operates in an attempt to become paperless.

Crumbliss claims the House has implemented several new operating systems aiming to make the House more efficient when it comes to paper.


“Four years ago we started looking at our counts of paper distribution on the House floor and we were at about one point one eight million pieces of paper distributed every year and last year the House adopted a rules change allowing us to really do things through a digital distribution system and our actual paper usage on the House floor is actually down under two hundred thousand pages.” 
((Nats))

With two thousand twelve being an election year, less paper is encouraged…
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“It’s an election year, usually in election years we see a spike in bills because everyone wants to get their bills that their constituents are interested in.” 

As the House continues to incorporate more changes into the way it conducts its business, Crumbliss claims the changes are all intended to make the House more efficient.

“Frankly on behalf of the tax payers we’re just getting started, we’re going to continue to reduce, reuse, and recycle and be a more appropriate user of resources that we have and do things in a more technological basis that also provides transparency.”

Currently more than one hundred eighty-five pieces of legislation have been filed for consideration…reporting from the state capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
