MO House Committee Discusses HB 1430

Intro:
A Missouri House of Representatives committee discussed a proposal aiming to protect certain rights of medical workers.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how a legislative proposal aims to protect medical professionals from participating in any medical procedure which violates their religious or moral beliefs.
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The Missouri House Committee on Health Care Policy discussed a proposal aiming to protect medical workers who refuse to participate in a medical service on the basis of religious or moral principles.


House Bill fourteen thirty states medical professionals cannot be held liable for declining to participate in any medical procedure which violates their beliefs.

The sponsor of the proposal claims the legislation aims to protect the rights of medical workers.
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“This is intended to provide a shield not a sword for the worker to protect them in their strongly held conscious beliefs or religious beliefs they hold sacred.”

The proposed legislation includes language requiring medical workers to provide life saving treatment during an emergency situation even if the treatment violates their principles.


However not everyone agrees with the reasoning behind the legislation, one family physician testified against the proposal claiming it puts doctors before patients.
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“Why should I be able to be part of an insurance network if I am patently refusing to participate to provide some of the services that my patients have paid insurance to the provider to pay for?


My bottom line is patients have to come first then the doctor’s consciences and we don’t ever need to let that get turned around.”

Following the hearing, the committee did not take any further action on the proposal… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
