MO House Rejects Lawmaker Pay Increase

Intro:  The Missouri House of Representatives passed a resolution rejecting a state commission’s recommended pay raise for elected officials. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on what lawmakers had to say about the recommended pay increase.
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	Members of the Missouri House of Representatives voted to reject a recommended pay raise for elected officials.
	House Concurrent Resolution Four aims to reject the Missouri Citizens’ Commission on Compensation for Elected Officials recommendation to increase pay for lawmakers and other officials.
	The Commission calls for an eight to ten percent pay raise for statewide elected officials and it calls for an eleven percent pay raise for members of the General Assembly.
	According to the resolution’s sponsor, lawmakers aren’t the ones who need a pay raise.
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	“First Mr. Speaker our state employees in this state are currently ranked fiftieth out of fifty in the country for state employee pay, at the very same time state legislators in our state enjoy the sixteenth highest salary of state legislators anywhere in the country.”

	The commission did not recommend pay raises for any of the state’s elected judges.
	However not everyone supported the resolution, several opponents claim the General Assembly’s low pay keeps away a diverse part of the population.
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	“But if we want a citizen legislature we are marching towards a citizen legislature of rich folks and that is just not appropriate.”

	Lawmakers rejected the pay raise by a vote of one thirty-three to fifteen.
	The resolution now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
	
