House Approves HJR 43

Intro:
Members of the Missouri House of Representatives approved a proposed constitutional amendment limiting the growth of state government.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how the proposal aims to control the boom and bust years of state government.
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The Missouri House gave its stamp of approval to a proposed constitutional amendment limiting the growth of state government.


House Joint Resolution forty-three limits the growth of the general revenue portion of the state’s budget to the previous year’s budget plus the appropriations limit.


The Consumer Price Index, the annual percentage change in the state’s population and one point five percent of the previous year’s budget make up the growth limit.

The sponsor of the resolution claims the legislation is intended to protect the state’s bottom line.

Super:
Rep. Eric Burlison



(R) Springfield


“This is the bill that keeps the expenditures stable in the state of Missouri so that in times when we have boom or bust cycles we’re able to wisely put the excess revenues aside for future savings.”

However opponents don’t agree, they claim the proposal ties the hands of lawmakers when it comes to making budget decisions.

Super:
Rep. Jill Schupp



(D) Creve Coeur


“What it does is it puts this into automatic pilot, this great over correction of a problem that exists because we are in a down turned economy is not the right way to go about managing the affairs of our states today, tomorrow, for the next five years and into the future.”

Lawmakers approved the proposal with more than one hundred yes votes.


The resolution was the first piece of legislation passed during the two thousand twelve legislative session.


If approved by the General Assembly, the proposal still needs to receive voter approval before becoming law…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
