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Members of the Missouri House Budget Committee approved a resolution capping the growth of state government.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how the proposed constitutional amendment aims to control the boom and bust years of state government.
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Members of the House Budget Committee approved a constitutional amendment limiting the growth of state government.


House Joint Resolution forty-three would limit the growth of the general revenue portion of the state’s budget to the previous year’s budget plus the appropriations growth limit.


The Consumer Price Index and the annual percentage change in the state’s population make up the growth limit.


The sponsor of the resolution claims the goal of the proposal is to ensure a stable government.


Super:
Rep. Eric Burlison



(R) Springfield


“Studies indicate that those states or governments that have stable tax rates and stable expenditures regardless of the amount tend to see more economic growth and more stable growth because businesses ultimately want stability and stability that they can plan for.”


However not everyone on the committee agreed with the legislation

((Nats))


One lawmaker claims the legislation handcuffs future lawmakers from doing what they think is right with the state’s check book.


Super:
Rep. Kevin McManus



(D) Kansas City

“We were all elected to come here with some sort of discretion in order to enact laws that reflect the views and desires of our constituents, but by enacting something like this it would actually take a certain amount of that discretion away…not only from us but from future legislators.”

The committee approved the proposal by a vote of twenty to nine.


If approved by the General Assembly, the proposal still needs to be approved by the voters before becoming law…reporting from the state capitol I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

