Anchor intro: Missouri lawmakers are set to tackle the serious problems that arise when a high school athlete suffers a head injury. Trevor Fox reports from the State Capitol on legislation that would provide additional protection to all high school sports participants.

With more than three million concussions occurring in youth sports nationwide each year, Missouri lawmakers believe they can no longer watch from the sidelines while Missouri high school athletes risk serious injury. Representative Don Calloway of St. Louis sponsors the bill that would put measures in place to protect participants in all high school sports. 

Calloway actuality

“What the bill does, it says if a youth should sustain an injury in play or in practice, then they would have to sit out from further participation until they are cleared by a licensed medical professional.”
Rep. Mike Lair of Chillicothe says he supports the bill but expresses dismay that the problem requires a legislative solution.
Lair actuality

“I played high school I played college I coached football twenty-five years and its really a shame we have to have this conversation because all it means is the coaches were not receptive to the problems of their kids.”
The bill would also require the Missouri State High School Activities Association to work with high schools to develop guidelines and information to help educate athletes, coaches, and parents.

The legislation secured committee approval and will soon head to the House floor for discussion. 

Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Trevor Fox.
